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Allotment Gardening in Combe Dowsince 1851

The history ofllotment gardening irCombe Down is inextricably linked to the first Vicar of Combe
Down, the Revd. George Newnham (18(@93), who was himself a keen gardener. Revd. Newnham
established the first village allotments in 18%iit since therseveral sites have come and ganall
developed and built over. By 2024, just two precious sites remained: one in Church Road and one
more recent site on Bradford Road, nearer to the Foxhill community.
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people of the village for more than 170 years. The crops they produce and the social interaction they
encourage have sustained a community for generatidng very sadly thisnuchvalued part of

village lifeis beingendedin 2025with the closure of the Church Road allotmerfitdlowing the
fIryR2gySNDa RSOA&AAZ2Y (2 ¢ A FieROGIokier20RK Snly fth&ihya S F N
Bradford Road sitat Foxill will remain.

The Church Road arfeoxill sitesdeserve tobe properly safeguarded so that they can continue to

play their part in the daily life of Combe DowiNow a community of over 3000 homes, the village
looks to a future with an eveincreasing population but (compared to previous generations) with
severelyreduced access to the pleasures of gardening for food, good hesdthal interactiorand
recreation.

Church Road Allotments

/| 2Y0S 5Heageju@ni productiveallotmentsitein Church RoaA y i S 3 NI tworking: . | {
class social historyEstablishedn the nineteenthcenturyfor the villagers who quarried the stone

that built this beautiful World Heritage cityhis unassumingout muchcherishedocal green space
canbee aAf & F2NAH?2 (i Gvdyd-famoul hliltikgs and tréséetisi

Clearly markedn Ordnance Survey maps dating from the lat& &&ntury, Church Road allotments

sit betweenUpper Lawn Quary hf RTFASEt R ht R . Ze §@ wWdIASF NEBRDEO
Roadand Monkton Prep SchaolThey occupy landver an area of limestone, some of which is
designatedor mineralextraction.

These are not statutory allotmentsAthough they have been worked since the 18%9@sen they
were first leased to Monkton Combe Parish Council forhyseesidents ofthe Combe Down Ward
they remaired on privatelyowned landon a shortterm rolling leaseto Bath & North East Somerset
Council. Areas of these venerableand consequentlywulnerable- allotments have beeswallowed
up over time by quarryingmost recently in 202(Gndit has beera struggle tanaintaintheir long
term future as acriticalvillage asseta struggle that now appears to have been lost

A brief history of allotment gardeningand its regulation

The oldest known continuously workedallotments in Britain ared KS {0 ! yyQa ! f
Nottingham,whichhave been in use since the 1600s amnd aGrade It listed site.



Our modern allotment system has its roots in the 19th century when field enclosures, the industrial

revolution and rapid urbanisation saa population explosiomnd massivemovementsinto towns
and cities.

With little free land for families to growood and no welfarestate, deprivationand poverty were
widespread Land, often provided by local churches from traditional glebe lands whinhe
supported the clergy began to beofferedto the working poorto grow food. Allotted to tenants in
standardised unitgshesebecamecommonlyknown asallotment gardensusuallyneasuringen lugs

or rods(with a rodequivalent tosixteen and a half feet gust overfive metres)! Unique bcal ules

defined the management of thallotmentgarders. Thesedimensionsand rules formthe basis for

our modern egalitarian systerandcan still beidentified &G / 2Y06S 526y Qa +A 002N
Church Roadwhere historic stonenumbered plot markers carved by locajuarrymen are stillin

position today.

The 1908 Small Holdings & Allotments Act required local authorities to provide sufficient allotments

to meet local demand. In 1919, the Land Settlement Facilities Act required allotments to be available
to all, with the intention of supporting servicemesturning from the First World War. Allotment

K2f RSNBQ NRARIKGA ¢SNB T dzNI KS NIOZR huiBwasti KISS y $ R 2diey Si

1 The rod was useful as a unit of lengtecause whole number multiples can form one acre of square measure. An acre
is equivalent to 160 rods.



Act of 1925which established the protected status of statutory allotments and ensured that they
cannot be sold off or converted by local authorities without Ministerial consent.

More national legislation has been introduced in thé"2fhd 2F! centuries to protect allotments,
including the 1948 Allotments Act and the UK Localism Act of 2011. In Bath, the Council has adopted
several related policy documents in the last ten years including its Core Strategy (2014), its Green
Space Strategy (201and its Placemaking Plan (2017), each incorporating policies to protect local
Fff2GYSyda YR (G2 WAYONBFIaS GKS LINRPOAaAAZY 27
change andhe need for healthy living.

According to the National Allotmer8ociety during recession or economic and political uncertajnty
people turnto the land ¢ KS da5A 3 T2 NJ + A Othe SeBoadwdld WadarkitEey R dzl
subsequent austerity saw more than 1.5 million allotment plotsultivationacross the UK. The
three-day week and trade union unrest of the 19w ouragednore interest,characterised byhe
BBCtelevisioncomedyd ¢ K S D 2 2DRmahdifar Slibtahents soareth new levelsduring the

202021 pandemic and lockdownagith waiting listsof up to 3 yearsor morein Combe Dows 4

Demandcontinuesunabated People arencreasinglyconcernedby where and howtheir food is
produced With only anestimated 3®,000allotment plots remaining in the UK 20, it has never
been more difficult to get an allotmenit. Protectingexistingsites from developerss increasingly
challenging Fnding newland on which tacreatenew allotmentsor replacestatutory allotmentslost

to developmentoften results in an unequdight between wellfinancedcommercialinterests ad

cashstrapped local Councils

Combe Downan eighteenthcentury stone mining village

Set on welldrained and easily extracted limestone on the southern slopes above Bath, Combe Down
began to developin the 18" century, although evidence of RomaBritish occupation and
associated vineyardsan be found with the occasional large stone tomstill being discovered
Originally an area of quarries and scattered dwellings encompassed by the ancient parish of Monkton
Combe, the village was created in the 1700s by Ralph Allen of Prior Park, who industrialised the
guarrying of limestone to supply the new buildings oftBand beyond Demand grew rapidly, and

so did the village. By 1815, Combe Down had its own Unitarian Chapel. By the 1830s the population
had increased to such an extent that it could build and supgerbwn Anglican church. A new
parsonage was required and by 1842 an impressive house had been built to thef dasichurch

which was occupied by the newly appointed Revd George Newnham, his second wife Catherine and
their growing family.

2 https://www.nsalg.org.uk/

3 https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/aug/10/interesin-allotmentssoarsin-englandduring-coronavirus
pandemic

4 https://beta.bathnes.gov.uk/fingallotment

5 https:/iwww.powersheds.com/allotmenvaitingists/



RevdGeorge William Newnhamthe¥ 2 dzy RSNJ 2F / 2Y0S 52¢yQa |fft20Y
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Born inLincolnshirein 1806and educatedat Bristol Grammar School and Christ Chu@kford
GeorgeNewnhamwas appointed Perpetual Curate dflonkton Combe(which ircluded Combe
Down) in 1842 In 1863the ecclesiastical parish @ombe Downwas separatedrom Monkton
Combe and th&kevd Newnhanassumed the role of Vicar of Combe Down.

Revd Newnhantived and worked itMonkton Combe an€€Combe Down for over 30 yeafathering
17 children and eventuallyetiring to Corsham in 18 A%ith his third wifeHarriette.

1851 Tithe Maps of Monkton Combe Parfsh

Our modern village follows the outlines of fields and plots of land shown on the March 1851 tithe
maps of Monkton Combe Paristh a remarkable degreeThe ancient path running northwest from
Monkton Combe uphe drungto Mount Pleasant and then alongside the fields now occupiethéy
Church Road allotments is clear. Poént where the path turns to run alongsidkee allotments past
what is now Monkton Prep School car park is also visible on the 1851 map.

6 Bath Record Office, File 5, transcript&2 Marksbury to Paulton
" Bath Record Office



A wide view of the 1851 tithe map, showing fields 187 and 161 (Upper Lawn and Lower Lawn)



Monkton Combel851Tithe Mapshowing field187 (Upper Lawn)

The two large parcels of land of which the Church Road allotments occupy a part are numbered 161
(LowerLawn) and 187 (Upper Lawm) the tithe map Both were ownedh the late 19' centuryby

William Vaughan Jenkins of Combe Grove Mdalso Lord of the Manor of Pristanplot 161 to the

south (the area now occupied largely by Oldfield Old Boys Rugby Club and the houses on the west
side of Shaft Road) is marked as arable land measuring 13 acres 3R 24P. Plot 187 to the north,
covering an area from roughly the existintprthent side gate east to Shaft Road and north to North
Road over what is now Glen Field and the houses in Tyning Road was more arable land, covering 19
acres 2R 4P. ltis unclear from the documents held in Bath Record Office if this land was being rented

to one William Hardingn 1851or was being farmed bWV Jhimselfbut it is most likely that it was
tenanted.



Monkton Combe Tithe Maghowing field 161(Lower Lawn)

The parcel of lanshow occupied by the Bradford Road allotments whescribedas The Parkland
Buildingson the 1851 tithe mapThis was pasture and arable land measuring just over 7 acres, owned
by Samuel Hadley of the Hadley Estate and rentesh®Benjamin Hamlen.

1852: he first allotment site in Combe Down

The first allotment site in the villagereated in 185y Revd Newnhannow under Westerleigh
Road)was also on Hadley Estate laaddis shownon the 1851 tithe map as field number 2&ke
below).



Monkton Combe Tithe Map 1851 showing field 257 (now Westerleigh Road)

By the timeRevd Newnham arrivetd take onthe parish of Monkton Combe in 1842, Combe Down
was suffering significant social problems. Labouring in the mines and quarries was dangerous
difficult and poorly paid and took its toll in deaths and injuries. The popul&tohincreagd to 1600
across both villagesDrunkenness and poverty were commonplate.1841 docal man had been
stabbed to deathn a drunken brawbutsideone of the local pubs The Avenughe Carriagdnn.

Revd Newnham waskeen gardener, with his own large garden encompassing the triangle of land
between Belmont Road and Church Road to the east of the new vicéielge299)
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Duringthe 35 yearf hisincumbency he madeseveralalterations and improvements his new
vicarage which evidence his love of horticultueegarden arch in 1842; manure tanks in 1849; a
greenhouse inl853; changes to the stables in 1854; a dairy in 1857 and a cowshed in H&58



decidedthat horticulture would help toaddress some of theocialdifficultiesin the village, and so
heintroduced the concept adllotment gardeningo Combe Down

The Bath Chronicle of 22 January 1852 makes the first known reference to allotments in Combe
Down, stating that the Revd NewnhaimA & | 6 2dzi G2 AYGNRRdAzOS GKS | ff
0§KS f I 02 dzNB NE InZagt, all sibsen$ent sefogts/(drabably written by Revd Newnham
himsel) indicate that allotments had been in place in the village since 1851.

Bath Chronicle 22 January 1852

A suitable area of land was obtained on favourable terms to create at least 33 allotments, and this
was sublet from the existing tenant. It is believed to have been a parcel owned by the Hadley Estate
(established 1806), which was bounded to the northBradford/North Road and to the west by
Combe Road. When the Hadley Estate latey divided up for sale in 1901, this area was separately
marked out as Lot 2 and described on the auction particulagdraadyd SA Yy 3 af SG 2dzi 0 «
GSyYy Iyl I & Lbtfl hagincén®gbmeitlie dpen space now known as The Firs.

TO BE -v AucTION
POWELL & POWELL,
On TUESDAY, I10th DECEMBER 190!,

Plan No. 1.
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1901Hadley estate sale documenthowing Lot 2, let as allotment&ourtesy ofMr Graham
Barnard, Hadley Arm$)

In Octoberl860, when the Trustees of the Turnpike Roads melisouss theemoval orerection of
various toll gates, toll barand chainsacross the various turnpikesround Bath the discussions
includedreference tothe landaémpn &F NRa Sl ad 27 atkpdsenivigedia®
£ f 23 YSy (Thigis thdRHadfest Estate land mentioned above.

8 Courtesy oMr Graham BarnardThe Hadley Arms, Combe Down
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NO’I‘ICE 18 ﬁmby Given, that the Trustees "of
the TURNPIKE ROADS, acting under an Act
of late Magjesty,

.l L ESESLESSeTITAYSY . TR A WS MER AT __

- - -
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Also, to eonsult about making an Order in Writing for
ERECTING a TOLL GATE, together with a WEIGH-
ING ENGINE, upon and across a Turnpike Road, on
' Combe Down, at the western extremity of the parish of
Monckton Combe, and its junction with the parish of
- Lyncombe and Widcombe aforesaid, and about 150 yards
- east of the Jews' Burial Ground, on Combe Down,

. Also, about making an Order in Writing for ERECTING

a BAR or CHAIN on the side of the said Turnpike Road,
at the same place, across the entrance to a road leading
from the ui& Turnpike Road, past Brunswick Place, into
the village of Combe Down.

Also, about making an Onder in Writing for ERECTING
a TOLL HOUSE, YARD, GARDEN, and other con-
veuiences, upon the south side of the said Tumpike Road,
or in and upon a portion of the land adjoining the south
side of the said Turnpike Road, at the spot named for the
Erection of the aforesaid Toll Gate, Bar, and Weighing
Engine last mentioned, which land is at present used as
allotment gardens, all within the parish of Monckton
Combe aforesaid.

a e B BB DS . e NS, 2.
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Bath Chronicle ©ctober 1860
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Combe Road circa 1905, showing allotmefiesft of picture) where Westerleigh Road was later
built

Pradford Road Comoe Down

Bradford Road, showing allotments to the right before Westerleigh Road was built
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1949 Ordnance Surveshowingremainingallotment gardens after Westerleigh Road built

Although reducedn sizeby the building of Westerleigh Road in the 1930s (5@490S maabove,
some of this area remained in use as allotmentsdfiecadesafterwards, with older villagersuch as
Frank Sumsioremembering the access down a lane now occupied by Combe Road Close.

The following reminiscence was publishedfaancisfrith.com in 2013:

THE FRANCIS FRITH COLLECTION (¢

GThis picture of Combe Road brings back nraeynoriesp adjacent to the shofon the leftjwas a
small lane that led to the local garden allotments, my father had one of these.

14



1852 onwardsRules Rentsand Management

In January 185Rev Newnham drew up set of Allotment Garden Ruldser Combe Dowrx ¥ 2 NJ
LINEY2GAY3 GKS O2YTF2NIU | YR BEdshalotréddSoller Bad to sigh R dza § |
mark their own copy and agree thatthay Ydza 0 I 4GSy R a2YS L} I OS 2F |
{ dzy RAndaéy' @ y204 0SS | 1y26y T NRddaSiypénSe)Nvete o b&Rpal y 1 A
annually each Octobeas was traditionalat a time when agricultural labourers were earning around

£40 a yeaP.

By 1855, three years after their establishment, the allotmentsre known to be under the
management of £Lommittee(see newspaper report dhe allotment suppelin 1855.

Records held by Combe Down Heritage Society show that in A#8&nent Number 21 measured

20 lugs and was tenanted by a Mr J Osbourne. This was generous: the traditional area for an
allotment was (and still is) 10 rods or poles (approximately 2b@usmetres). Mr Osbourne was
unable to read or write and so it is probable that someone read the rules to him, after which he made
his mark to confirm his agreement, witnessed by Henry Wolfe. Wolfe was a man of some local
standing: born in Monkton Combe psin in 1826, he lived in Byfield Place and farmed 60 acres on
and around the Down Heis believed to beéhe tenantfrom who theallotmentswere sublet.

912 pennies to a shilling, 20 shillings to a pound.
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COoOMIBE DOWNW
@stablished JAanuwary, J862,

For promoting the comfort and resources of industrions Labourers.

+ REVISED = RULES, + 1884, <

I.—The Occupiers to be residenis on the Down, gaining their
living by labour, excluding tradesmen and persons usually
receiving parish pay.

II.—The yearly rent to he 6d. per lug and to be paid at
Michaelmas for the year ending 25th March following.

IIL.—Any Tenant not paying his rent before Christmas shall
forfeit his allotment.

IV.—Only vegetables, grain and fruit to be grown there.
V.—The land to be eultivated by spade labour only.
VI.—No Tenant iz allowed to sub-let or transfer his land.

VIL—No Occupier may work on his land or remove the produce
on the Lord’s Day.

VIIL.—Any Tenant who shall it wilful encroach or
damage on any land connected with the gardens, or shall permit
any member of his family to do so, shall be subject to immediate
removal from his allotment.

IX.—Any Tenan: convicted of theft or any other misdemeanor, or
being & known frequenter of drinking houses, shall be liable to
forfeit his allotment.

X.—Any Tenant cultivating his garden improperly, or allowing
weeds to grow thereon to the injury of his own crops or that of
another Tenant, shall be liable to have his garden either reduced
or taken away.

XI.—Every Occapier is expected to attend some place of worship
at least once every Sunday, and, should he neglect to do so shall
be liable to forfeit his allotment.

XIL—AIl Tenants shall use their hest endeavours in discovering
end convicting any depredator or trespasser on the allotment
ground, and shall be careful to close and lock the gates after them
and not permit entrance by other means. Keys of the gates
shall be furnished at 6d. each.

XTIL—Three of the Tenants shall be chosen annually upon the
rent day by the Tenants themselves to form a Committee of
Reference as regards the fair constrnetion of these Rules, but
any one who shall wilfully break any of them shall forfeit his
land without further notice or ejectment suit.

Y

4
Witness our hands this 7/, day of Gl wfs

— l'ﬁ;/%z_ﬁvl/éé
Allotment No. Z/ containing Zo tugs.

fpilsiote ST v

Allotment Gardens established January 1852, Revised Rules (BBHS)

Thedocumentaboverelates to Allotment No 21 of 20 lugs. Dated 24 October 1885 it is signed by J
Osbourne (his mark) and witnessed by H Woklenry Wolfe was dairymanporn in the parish,
who lived in Byfield Cottagesd who also served on various village committees

The history of allotments in Combe Down since 1852

By October1855there wereat leasto m

GFANBR Ry ¢ | f £ 2 Cyndy Dowdrahel y G a

Hadley Estate landnanaged by a committee. The Bath Chron¢l&é1l Octoberl855reported the
0 Sy | afinud@rieetingon 4 Octoberat which rents were paidfollowed by a lively suppén the
vicarageschoolroom Ina polite echo of the ancient custom of the Lord of Misthiey were waited
on by the vicar, his wife and friends as well as the local schoolmasteroamchittee members The

committee had soméndebtednesn the allotment land, as it was reported thatg K Sy G K S

puj
(0p))

0 KS 3 NP dzy Rhe kanmiee Bdpdddide able to offer prizes for the best produce.
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preparedfor the villagers oMonkton Combe(later lost tothe building ofWestfield Houséby the
new Vicar of Monkton Comb#he Revd Francis Pocgck



Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazettd October 1855

Well Journal 13 October 1855

In October1856, 29 tenants out of 34 attended tl@nualallotment supperd thie schoolroord 6 A Y
the vicarage)oined byvillagersfrom the new allotmentsn Monkton Combe Somedifficultieswere
alluded to, butafine show of vegetablelsroughta positivenote. The influence of Revd. Newnham
wasclearandthe importancehe placed orihe social aspect of allotmenteering was already evident.
With its reference tod 0 KS 0 f Sa & A yiHis liRelly that tN@\GEArRaS iyl aSthe diligent
correspondent who sent iregular reportgo the Bath Chronicle.
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazeti® October 1856

On 13 October 1857, ecomfortable hot suppe¢é¢ was heldin the vicarageschoolroomfor 44
allotment tenantsof Combe Down and Monkton Combd& hey wereagainwaited on by Revd and

Mrs Newnham Adsmall exhibition of large vegetable®ok place in an anteroom where the annual

report wasread, and the financial statement madeMrs Newnham had given birtto § K S O 2 dzLJf ¢
tenth childonly three months earlierand it is to be hoped that she slipped away early fgoad
YyAIKGOQa aft SSLI

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazeti® October 1857

In January 1858 a new schoolro@penedin the village on the corner of Belmont RoadAt least
140 people crowded ii 2 KSIF NJ wS@R bSgyKIYQa 2LISyAy3a. | RRN
There would be plenty of space for future allotment supgers

By 1860, theravere 39 allotment tenants in Combe Dovamd 17 in Monkton Combe total of 56
In early October, orders were being propodegthe Trustees of the Turnpike Roadserecta toll

house, yard, garden, toll gatdar and chairacross the turnpike through Combe Down (Bradford

18



Road/North Road)150 yards east of the Jewish Burial Ground, uémngortion of land at present
dzZa SR | & I f f ZantieSoll bousBé I NRSy a ¢

ERECTING aTOLL GATE, together with a WEIGH-
ING ENGINE, upon and across a Turnpike Road, on
Combe Down, st the western extremity of the parish of
Monckton Combe, and its junction with the parish of
Lyncombe and Widecombe aforesaid, and about 150 yvards
east of the Jews Burial Ground, on Combe Down.

A'so, about making an Order in Writing for ERECTING
a BAR or CHAIN on the side of the said Tumpike Road,
at the same place, across the entrance to a road leading
from the said Turnpike Road, past Brunswick Place, into
the village of Combe Down

Also, about making an Orderin Writing for ERECTING
a TOLL HOUSE, YARD, GARDEN, and other con-
veuiences, upon the south side of the said Tumpike Road,
or in and upon a portion of the land adjoining the south
side of the said Turnpike Road, at the spot named for the
Erection of the aforesaid Toll Gate, Bar, and Weighing
Engine last mentioned, which land is at present used as
allotment gardens, all within the parish f Monckton
Combe aforesaid

Bath Chronicle 4 October 1860

Two weeks later, wst ofthe Combe Dowrmllotment holcers came to théDctoberannual meeting

and supper, although only half of the Monkton Combe tenants made the journey up the steep hill
perhaps unsurprising in those days before street lighting and taiadits 1860had beenone of

the coldest and wettest yeam record Ater paying their annual rents, the tenants were gieactk

one quarterof their rent on account of the potato harvegtilure ¢ a most important crop. The

supper was beefwith vegetables from the allotments aridf A 6 I ( A 2 yaifoll@vFandsarieT S S €
GFAYS afproditeSreré shown.Despite thedifficulties everyone went home hoping for

better returns next year

On Tuesdsy evening, the allotment tenants of Combe !
Down and Monckton Combe had their annual supper. Of the
former, 32 out of 39 attended ; of the latter, 8 out of 17. The
tenants exhibited some fine samples of their produce, a part of
which m|:lp|iod the vegetables for the feast. The rent was pune-
tually paid, and one quarter returned in counsideration of the
failare of the potatoes. The party then did ample justice to the
beef, washed down with libations of coffee as ample as innocent,
and parted in hope of a more favourable season next year.

Devizes and Wiltshire Gazettt8 October 1860

19



In October 1861a Bpecialdcorrespondent(undoubtedly Revd Newnham agaimgported Combe
5 2 ¢ yfe@th anniversary allotment supper. eRRrencewas made to the benefitgshe allotments
broughtto the village compared to theiglight of the plac€ln the 1820s Continuing the tradition
three $esident gentlemefhelped the vicar and his wife serve supper to the villagereere must
have been some excitement amongst the tenants when these gentlafiered prizedor the best
managed plots in thgear ahead

AN UVGUSUMV VA VUV VUMUELY Vi VAT aTwWs

ComBe Dowy.— Never too late to mend,” says
the adage, aud so musy perhapa “the oldest inhabitant”
grumble, when be hears of the machinery for good at
work in this place, and remembers its plight some 40
years ago. Our “ special” reports that the tenth annual
supper was given last month to the allotmeut tenants;
who number 56 for the two fields devoted to this use on
the Down, and under the hill. Three resident gentlemen
aided the Parsonags party in ministering to the guests;
and offered prizes to the best handled plots in the ensuing
year. Tickets to the value of £17 have besu issued to

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet28 November 1861

The Bath Chronicle of 15 October 1863 confirms that the annual rent supper was attended by 35
Combe Down tenants who had been paying rent for 12 years, joined by 9 tenants from Monkton
Combe who had been paying rent for 8 yedRents wered T 2 MbstiprS punctually and cheerfully

LJ- Zaril @fter a prize fund collection raised,&8prize fund o4 13swasawarded tothosegrowers

whose vegetable ¢ 2 dzft R K| @S R2y S ONBvasiagreed ® sperdl B¢ IBRanceD I NF
on providing steel forks to tenants at half priged everyone went home at fm intHappy harmon

20



Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazeti® October 1863

Sadly,October1863wasto bethe last joint supper with the Monkton Combe allotment holdess.
new vicar Revd Francis Pocodigd been appointedrom Widcombeto Monkton Combe, and the
allotment field was to be sacrificed for the building of a grand new vicaflage WestfieldHouse)
on Summer LaneNo new land had been found to replace the lost plots.

The anonymoust O f Sréabri@rtofth@ Bath Chroniclengaged irclassical hyperbole when writing
about the annual allotment suppef October 1864attended by 3@llotment holders out of a total
of 43. ®mmentingapprovinglythat Wi KS 526y F2¢ | CE QS A ¥ 2B tNGIe2 LI GIE

«

WeKS WSEOStAAZNI LI GKQ A& |y dzlloF NR LI GK (G261 NRa KSI @Sy
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are references to King Agamemnéand a quotation from! £ SE| y RSUWNJatad 189S @ay al y
well as a sprinkling of Latin and a sideswipe at some of thensimahg villages south of Combe Down.

e ——

Coxne Dows.—Our quiet frieuds on the hill forget
the remark of the beathen poet, that many worthies
before Agamemnon have been forgotten for want of a |
vales sacer— (our classical imp would translate this olerical
. correspondent.) So while ton, Radatock, and Mid-
- somer Norton gain celebrity for social and benevolent
doings, our snburban frdends do by stealth, and are
not put to the “ blush to find it fawe.” ~ But blush or no
the public should know that the Down folk continge to
tread the *excelsior” path. In October the allotment
tenants had their usval supper to the number of 36, only
7 being absent. This was preceded by a vegetable show,

when prizes amounting to £68 19s. were distributed,

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet® January 1865

¢CKS NBLERNI ¢+ ayQi Lldzo i peihipS e amyespanitentthad othénoyedzl NEB
weightymatters on his mindOn 25 March 1865, Mrs Newnham gave birth to a babytgellast of

their 16 children but sadlyshe died just three daysater, aged 45 | YR A& 0 dzNA SR A
peaceful churchyard at Monkton CombeRevd Newnham was left with a large famédpnd it is

perhaps unsurprising that for the next few years his name disagudeosm reports of the allotment

suppers

October 1865 waseported asthe 15" anniversary of the Combe Down Cottage Allotmentaipled

for the third year runningvith a vegetable shovin the infant schoolroom By nowthe show had

grown to includeentries from private gardens‘'ft is hoped thatthis wholesome rivalry in honest

labour and skill may tend to raise the character of the labourers, while the prizes offered by their
NAOKSN) ySAIKo2dzNE LINRPZSa GKSANI AYGSNBad Ay GK

33 out of 44 tenants sat down tthe annualsupperhosted bythe Revd Knotof Combe Hill House,
Brassknocker Hilh place of Revd Newnhamiwo village gentlemenylr Daubenyof The Browand

Mr Lingacted ascarver® | A G SNE O LINBadzyl 6f & wS @ Ruppi&iidoyh khe Y Qa
parsonage The room wasastefullydecorated with#6 NI y OKS &> y2asS3ateéa | yR

The report to the Chronicle was longer and more detailed than any previsosiywas probably
written by Revd Knott For the first timea fewtenantsare mentioned,and the Committee members

11 Ancient King of Mycenae

L2wpfdzAK (2 FTAYR AlG FFYSQ MaEssay dndaani MotahEasdys anNBale38 Pcpé& | y R S NJ
was a great friend of Ralph Allen of Prior Park, and used Combe Down stone and stonemasons to build his grotto in
Twickenham.
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are identified. Therare familiar local namesamongst them Noad, Whitaker, Greenway, Clark,
Stennard and Williamsicluded

Corracers’ Frower axp Feurr Smow ox Couse
Dowy.—On Tuesday was kept the 15th anniversary of
the Combe Down Cottage Allotments, coupled for these
three yenrs with a vegetable show. The iufant sehool-
room was lined with tables, covered with produce most
creditable to the growers. The j ?wm‘Mr. Kitley,
Mr. Edwin R and Mr, Haon, Prizes to the amount
of £9 4s. (collected among the residents), were distributed
among the thirteen competitors, each coming in for some
excellence, Tor the allotment collections of vegetables—
T. Noad, R. Ford, Jas, Morgan. Extras-- Whitnker and
Greenway, Maugolds, swedes, turni brocoli, eabbage,
carrots, parsnips, and onjons—1st and 2nd_prizes gained
by T. Noad, R, Ford, Jas, Morgan, J. Greenway,
Jas. Morgan, W. Clark, J. Willisms, and H. Ven-
nell.  Ist and 2nd prizes also for potatoes, —
kidneys, whitee, red, and blne, fell to Edward Ward, |
R. Ford, T, Stennard, J. Bending, Prizes for collections
out of private gnrdens fell also to Morgan and Noad, and
extra, recommended as before by the judges, to Edward
Ward, onions 2, parsnips 2; turnips, carrots, cabbage, to
G. Fisher, Morgan, Greenway ; and as before for white,
red, Llue, and kiduey potatoes, to Morgan, Noad, and
(-'naenyvny. The committes, Messrs, Fortt, Sitley, Cook,
and Hineg, expressed the hope that the Isrge gains reaped
by the successful candidates would bring into the field
next year a greater muster. The room wns tastefully
drensed with branches, nosegays, coloured lamps, &e., and
thirty-three out of forty-four tenants afterwards satdown
to & substantial supper. The Rev. G. Knott, Messrs.
Daubeny and Ling officiated as earvers, and their office
W28 no sinecure. Waiters were found from the par
Bousge ; and after kindly words on sll sides, the bappy

#rty broke up at the seasonable hour of nine. It is
1oped that this wholesome rivalry in honest labour and
:k’: :L l&py tend to minbytho character ::i the labourers,
while Lhe prizes offered by their richer bours proves
beir iuterest in the work, & £

Bath Chronicle aniVeekly Gazettel2 October 1865

There is no report for 1866. However, on 10 October that year, in what would have been the same
week as the allotment supper, Revd Newnhessin Weston Super Maregetting married for the

third time, toa MissHarriette White the daughter of a General in the Bengal AriWiss White was

13 years younger than her new husband and cam€ombe Dowrto take over the running of the
vicarage and becomstepmotherto alarge andrecently bereaved family. A daunting taskd she

was probably the subject of muauriousinterest amongst the villagers!

The 1867 supper followed similar liness before 33 out of 44 tenants attended arttie prize
winners Messrs Noad, Whitaker, Morgan, Bending, Farr, Stennard, Clark and Fshaes, £9 12s.
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazetld October 1867

The correspondenstated: a2 S | f gl &8a ¢St 02YS (GKS O2Gdl 3S
gatherings towhich it leads, as a part of that cement which binds the different layers of neighbours
G23SGKSNI AYy (GKS O02YL)X SE SRATAOS 2F a20AS808é ¢

In1868oH USYlyda Sye2eéSR am frizdd waredistybkitedb&wieenRaoyngnd NJ
tenants and cottagers.
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazett® October 1868

Mw =3 w,m w el s 2
R e
3 w... FEsy ; ,m £ B gl
.wwwum.mmmmmmmnxmmwmmw” WWWMWMMM Wm

there was some dismay that so few allotment tenants participated in the annual vegetable

show, but 38 attended the dinner in the eveningsome giant pumpkins werdisplayed, and the

room wasdecorated with roses, apples and pears

HESAS

e —

—

In 1869
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazetid October 1869

Whe lady of the BrojMrs Daubenyla Sy & (G KS GSEG a¢Kz2dz gArariasaid
L Sy G S2dz¢ 0 XISdaieededaf friedds IGoked in daeJwhat God had done for the
Comb[e] Down labourers; and troops of children gloried in the achievements of daddp.2 R & LJS S

the spadeQ

October 1871wvas reported ashe twentieth allotment show with mangompetitionentries. Several
villagers were by now famows the Dowrfor their produce such adir John Crokelicensee of the
King William pupand his cucumbets, Revd Newnham was determined to give out more cash prizes,
andtheshowRd FI YS KI R alsokdNdidd i dheBristoliDaily Poét
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazeti® October 1871
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1872wasreported incorrectly bythe Chronicleasthe eleventh annual

exhibition of vegetables by

allotment tenants in the Lower Schoolroorhhis was in fact th21texhibition In the eveningsome

40 tenants presented the Vicar with an inkstamdker dinner, WA y
AaSNDAOSa (2 OHKSY FT2NIum &SI NEHQ

COMBE DOWN COTTAGERS' SHOW.
» | —

I O1y2¢6f SRASYSY

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazeti® October 1872

In 1873 Mr Membryof West Cottageghe local policemarsent in a plate of choice fruib the show,

and theallotmenttenantswere joined by the cottagers to enjayS @R b Sgy KL Y Q&

a dzLJL.



AN A St v it

Coxze Dowx Fruir oD Veograsse Szow.—This
annual exhibiti which owes its success very much to
them:!la:guh of the ev.g.&ﬂ'cmm%1
viear , took place sehoplroom
Tuesday, and was numerously attended. The show
S

vice sen vicar, Mr. ER TN
others, Some moedev;oelo , the work of

children,wmalno 'Intod The judges were

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazetl® October 1873

The 1874 shown the schoolroomsvas compared unfavourably to that of 1873, which had bédn y
SEOSLIi A2y I fThejudgedeh& inciged grofessionaharket gardenersdined together

at the Hadley Arms while the allotment tenants and cottagers had dinner in the schoolrooms. There
is an increasing note of professionalisreeping into the entriesnda divideseems to be developing
between the allotment tenants and the cottage
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazetl® October 1874

The reportof the 1875show and supper was brief and factwiald was to be the last repokiefore
the Honorary SecretaryRevd Newnhamretired in 1877 Potatoes, onions, cabbages, parsnips,
carrots, turnips and broccolvere the main crops.
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The anoual show of vegeta wn the allot. |
cf Com ﬁ <

went tenants and cottagers Down t ik l
on Thursday last. 'l'hej were Measrs. J. liann, |
T. Kitley udE Euassell, tho evening, the allog. |
ment tenauts dined t #mndmy of |
the wviewr of the , the Rov . Newnham,
Sabjoined s the

|

prize List :
Allatimest Ten m-cm-moaamua 1st, J. Davies ;
tml T. Noad ; 3nl.J. Bending; extra, T Stennard, 1% iatoed
‘mh{ Ist, T. Noad; 2od, — Osbarne.  Kidn qypo-um
V. l-rumr!ml..l Rending. [iine potitocs : W,
Francis; 2md, J. Clark, Round white pitatoes: lnt \\'
l'nﬂ.-u, 2l b Mortis. Oudons, 146, T. Noad: 2ud, J,
U arke ; extra, — Oshorue,  Cablinge = l.t.'l’ Miness 2ud 10
Stontard c:tnn..l chlna and 1'. \md. Parsnij, lat,
1. Miner: 8, J . Bending. o t. Bmsdm... 2u,
J. Ularke ; extra, J. Davis. 'l’vsm. s lat, W. Fran ie; Sud,
J M\ling.utn.'l' }.mcm!i tet, J. Luunling:
o g """‘&’:‘.”‘i{i i st
ollows =~ Mary A in - 3 arriet
:\tulcnx #th, Elizabeth Mawdin. There were {wclu COL e
itors,
Opn fa, n!l Cd'a ;.'l"t.-—(‘u!}n'um of ‘i&wm 1at, W.
Noa Clarke. Yovs (rede)
hw:l &L — \\'illn K potnne:' ht.hj‘.
hthn hd.'l Nowd, lﬂmm st, V. Clacke; 2al,
\\ Francia.  Nosn ! white potatoos ; 1at, \\’ Francis: S,
T. Pearse. Oniow: lst. J. Clarke: Snd, W, Foancis ; cxiry,
D, Morris. Cabbage : st 1 o.ui 2d, D Morris,  Pare
niﬂ [“i Ww. l"randl ‘ . &lxncr cxtt.\. 4 (}latka
nnc‘t. -m. umw-i »tl n
Beoceuli © lst W. l-mnul.

— e ————————— — —- ——

Bath Chronicle and Weeki@azette21 October 1875

Reports of the annualegetableshow andallotment supper ceasg after 1875 Revd Newnhanteft
Combe Dowrin the spring ofL877and retired to Corsham.

In 1877 a Juvenile Chrysanthemum Society was establish&t Trevor Morrisfor the children of
Combe Dowrattending the National Schools. Taenual showook place in the Upper Schoolroom.
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TauntonCourier 4 December 1878
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Anotherflower showwasestablished in the village in 18 #8connection with the Church of England
Temperance Societiput this hal no association with the allotment tenants and no spacas made

for avegetabledisplay A grand affaidesigned to attract visitorsvith cakeson offerand the Combe

Down Brass Band in attendandehad a distinctly feminine flavouwith itsad OK I NY Ay 3 02 f €

, AN oA oA~

possible to hear thelistantgrumbles of theallotment tenants with soil under their fingernails and
their potato cropsunappreciated

Bath Chronicle22 July 1880

The Revd Newnham was succeeded877by the Revd Carr Glykcworth, who seems not to have
had the same sympathy for allotment holders. In 1879 he was prosecuted for riding his horse across
acrop of potatoes on @ allotmentat Englishcombecausing damage, and was fined ten shillings
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week.—The Rev. Carr Glgn Acworth, vicar of Combe
Down, was surnmoned for having wilfolly and maliciousty
camoged 8 quaptity of potatoes, the property of Simeon
Hun-phries, at Englislicombe, on the 19th inst. Com-
plaivant, who lives at Eatry-Lill, has an allotment of
tive acres st Evglishcombe, three and a'half of which he
bhas plauted with potatves. "T'here was s right of way
through the field, aud while working there on I'rid
week he saw the defendant come up on- horseback, a
instead of following the road, he rode across the pota
 toes, eome of which were kicked out of the ground by
- the horse. Complainagt eatimated the damuge dons at
. £2, A eon of the complainant confirmed the foreguing
- etatensent., Mr, Acworth denied the charge, and said
' wken tbe defendant came and asked him for £2 compen.
_ eation he told bim he did not think he had done any
. dauage; if be bad it was unintentional, aud he thought
. it would be covered by 2s, - Witnesses were called who
. stated that the damage done was trifling, and would be
- covered by tiie sum offered by complainant, The bench
. considered the charge pruved, though they believed the
defendant did not commit the damage wilfully, They
. o1dered him to pay 10s, and costs.

Bristol Mercury 29September 1879

In December 1880the fourth annual flower show for chrysanthemums grown byhe village
schoolchildrerwas held at the Upper Schoblut againthere wasno mention of the allotments
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Bath Chronicle 2 December 1880
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s
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In 1886, aeport of a waldamaged by MrHoll¢2 Yy G KS YI Ay NER I Refeys® théJ
adjacent allotments This confirmsthat allotments were still on the land later occupied by
Westerleigh Road.

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazetk® May 1886

Revd Newnham died in 1893 in Corshahiis obituary in the Bath Chronicle made no reference to
hisinterest in gardening or his founding of talotmentsbutR2 Sa4 YSy GA 2w GKI G KS
FNEI|jdzSyd O2yiNROGdzi2NI 12 GKS O2NNBaALRYRSYyOS 02
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Bath Chronicl€28 December 1893




In 1891, land suitable for allotments was being sold in Combe Down for £20 a quarter acre or 10 a
perch.

SMALL HOLDINGS.

VERY MAN HIS OWN LANDLORD. —
BUILDING, ALLOTMENT, and GARDEN LAND
SBALE, or to LET, with option of
| Land at Claverton Down and Combe Down, near Bath, -
- manding extenrive views and suitable for building, market
gardens, allotments, or small farms, is offered in lots to suit
urchasers or lessees. Good roads and water w
. No building covenants or restrictions. Prioce (
ing conveyamce), £20 a qwdmg 10s. & m
(8858

Apply,P. A, Nasn, Architect and Surveyor,
¢, Clifton Villas, Combe Down.

North Wilts Herald 17 April 1891

While Revd NeyW K I Y Q& 2 NJA 3 &lghgside theftudrmpikesriintéddo be cultivatedfter

his retirement there is an informatiorgapfrom 1836 until, in Januaryl895,the minutes of thdfirst
meeting of theParish Council record thatllager® LINRA 2 NRA (idémakdfor ndote allbtdehts. A y 3
A member of the public, Mr Burns, attendéte Parish Counciheetingand, although# LJ- £ LJ- 0 f &
2T 2NRSNE alLkR1S 2F GKS yhsvbs reddrtedlinttie AewdpSpgribet A y
not in the minutes

W R W W — ol v =

COMEE DOWN.
The first meating of the Combe Down Parish Couuncil
was held on Tuaesday at the Upper Schooiroom, there being
| present the Counvcillors, Messra, W, Davis, H, Peers
Lyls, J. W. G. Watkivs, H. J, Stennard, W, G. Lane
(overseer), H, Wolfe, W, Hand, C. Morris aud H. G.
' Hale, and a number of the general public,

OVEr LOeIr auuoe wvw == .
,and Mr. BURNS W 2
t &a:ka&oghpmgib%; out of order, gpoke of the peed 0

h.
| sllotmeuts in the parish.
Bath Chronicle and Weekly GazetBJanuary 1895

At the Gouncil meeting on 4 February 1895, thminutes record that theChairman proposed a
Committee toestablishwhether land could be obtained for allotments Combe DownMr C Morris,
Mr W G Lane and Mr H Wol(éhe signatory to the allotment leasgated 1885 (above) Mr Davis
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asked that allotments also be provided for Monkton Ceidard. Aprinted notice waspublished,
asking anyone who wanted an allotment to put their names forward by 14 February 1895.

Parish CounciMinutes 4 February 1895

The Bath Chronicle report of the same meeting contains more detail than the mjmutesdingthe
pessimismthatt i KSNBE ¢SNBE a2 VYl y e Chaimad AR ( Wi walilg A yi K S
0S oftS G2 aSOdaNB lftft2GdYSyida GKAa &SIHNEOD
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly GazetteFebruary 1895

1895: he Church Road allotments are becoming a reality.

Theminutes ofthe Councilmeeting on 20 February 18960t reported in the Chronicleghow the
Committeereporting that land could be hiredh the villageat sevenshillingsand sipence an acre
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fifteen shillingsan acreand £3 peracre. It was recommended that the land at £3 be acceptéd
circularwassent to applicarg, saying that land could be had on certain conditions from the Council
if an application was made by a certain datEhisis thefirst indication of new allotment land in
Combe Down, to be rented compulsorily from MosephLawv, tenant of Combe Grove Faron Mr
VaughanWSy { AyaQa / 2Y0S .DNR@S aly2NJ 9adl as

| &% s P v 4 o\‘\‘ o : ES 7
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1880s0OS map showing Combe Grove Farm south of wivas to becomethe allotments

iy ‘;

On 5 March 1895, eombination of Council minutes and Bath Chronicle reporting showsMhaaw
wasreluctanty persuadedo let 6.5acresof land to the Council at £3 per acre on a yearly tenancy,
including all chargesHisconditionscreated some dissent amongst potential allotment holders, but
his offer was acceptedHealsoagreed to plough the land at 14 shillings an aargjto wait until 7
July for the rentout refused to take any responsibility if his sheep jumped into the allotmehis
moved that a local man be chosen to measure the larigight gplications were received from
Monkton Combe Ward and 32om Combe Down Ward.

Sqa in March 1895, he Parish Council rented 6 acres 2 rods 30 perches of land frordddephLaw,
tenant farmer,and created plots at the northern end of Church Road in Combe Down. This is the
site now called Combe Down allotments.

A further 1 acre 2 rods 2 perches was renfsemm Mr Lawfor Monkton Combe villagers who came
to Parish Council meetings compliagthat there were no allotments for them down the hill

There is also a reference in the Minutes of 5 March 1895 to the footpath,®@atimcillor Peers Lyle,
ayoungsolicitor living at 1 Clifton Villastatingominouslythat @ K S ¢ 2 dzf resoluti@n@tShe I
Yy SE( Y STSisidbas Hat sbem to have bepuarsued.
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Parish Council Minutes, 5 March 1895




Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet®d March 1895

At the Parish Council meeting on 20 March 18%3%nore applications for allotments at Monkton
Combe were acceptedMr J Wick€agreementfor the land he hadgreed to let for allotmentn
Monkton Combewas presented Heand his family farme@ombeFarmy SEG (2 {4 a A OKl
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andhekindlyoffered tocharge onlyi0 shillings per acre for ploughing the landtead of 20 shillings
and so theCouncil agreed to resciritie charge obne shilling to eaclpplicant.

As to Combe Dowmr Law required payment for unexhausted manure on the lakigg 2 dzf 1Bty Q {
the land withoutthis, and hadbeenoffered an additional £5 as rent payableThis was accepteds

the tenants wanted to take immediate possessiorMr Law then presented the draft of his
agreement It contained several errors, so the Chairman offered to redraft it.

Both redrafted agreementswith allotment landlords Mr Law (Combe Down)and with Mr Wicks
(Monkton Combe)were signed at the meeting on 25 March 1895

Lotsweredrawnto decide the allocation adllotments in Monkton ComheMessrs Landylorris and
Stennard were appointed as Allotment Managarsl it was agreedo allow tenants onto the land
as soon as possible.
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Parish CounciMinutes 25 March 1895

44



The minutes often give less information than tBath Chronicleeport of each meting.

MONKTON COMBE.

Mr. H, Peers Lyle, Chairman, presided at s meeting
of the Monkton Combe Parish Council, held on Monday at
the Red Cross Coffee Tavern, Combe Down. The other
members present were Messrs, J. W. J, Watkins, W, G,
Lane, H. J. Stennard, H, G, Hales, W, Davis, H, Wolfe,
W. Hand and C. Morris—s full attendance,

The draft agreem mmmmum: :

e 5 ) E8HTE, J. LAW
a8 soon as their lots were pegwed out.—
‘Mr, Davis, seconded by Mr, Hales, an allotments
wanagement committee, consisting of Messrs. Lane,

| Morris and Stennard, was -upvoin“tg.d'.

e e Asse e S A B TY Y

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet#8 March 1895

By theend of April 1895, all the allotments had been let. None of this appears in the formal minutes.

'~ MONKTON COMBE.

L. i Sl One T,
he)d on Friday st the Upper Schoclroom, Combe Down.
Chairman, Mr. H, Peers Liyle. There were also present :
| Mesers. W. G. Lane, H. Wolfe, C, Morris, W, Davis, W.
t Hand, H. G. Hales, and H. J. Stevoard,

stated ;ush;nma‘ ted by the Conncil
lo}:ll‘?t'nonh htlb“bunlt» viz., six aom?’m roods, 30
perches at Combe Down. The total yearly rent from the
Combe Down sllotments would be £26 15s., and the
Oouncil would pay £20 for rent, leaving a balance of
£6 10s, to meet expenses, At Moukton Combe ons acre,
two roode, two perches had been allotted, bringing in
£6 104, a year. The Council would pay £4 10+, leaviog
£2 to meet expenses,

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet®® April 1895

In August 1895, the Parish Council paid Mr George Fisher of Tyning@®ralde Dowithe sum of
£2 8s for building two stone pillars in the field wall alongside the allotment and fixing an iron gate in
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between them. This gate and pillars are still in position todayrthe Council minutes tell the story in
detail.

Photograph byJacqueline Burrows, Allotment 8A2, 2019

Thehistoric carved stone plot markers were probably made at around the sameatah@aid for by
the Parish CouncilSeveral remain in place on the allotmenthile others were rescued during the
j dzr NN®B SEGSy&aArz2y Ay wHnun FYR INB &a02NBR Ay
Museum of Bath Stone in Combe Down villalyeany have been lost over time.




Minutes of 1 August 1895

At the meeting on 1 August 189Be Councirecognisedconcerns abouat NJ [ | 6 Qa4 & KS S LJ
into the Combe Dowrallotments. Mr Stevens complainedboutdamagedoneto his swedes bthe
sheepand asked for compensatior{At the 17 Septembemeeting it was agreed to pay Mr Stevens

5 shillings).

Mr Lane raised the question of fixingpedestriangate to the Combe Downallotments to be
positioned in the wall Tenders were presentefom Mr Fisher androm Mr A S DavisHowever,
the Chairman asked the allotment committee to obtain fresh tenderddecide

Mr Halesaid that a gate was needed Monkton Combe allotmentisut that the landlord Mr Wicks,
should do what waseeded

Minutes of 20 August 1895

Mr Fisher had fixed thgate to the Combe Down allotment in a very satisfactory manNerStevens
had to take up the matter of compensation for damage by sheep directly with Mr Law, the owner.
The matter of compensation would be held over to next meeting.

Proceedingswould be taken againsseven defaultersvho had not paidallotment rent after 27
August.

Bath Chronicle 22 August 1895: pillars and gate built at allotments.

Minutes of meeting of 25 Octobet895

At this meeting, thee was a formal separation of ti@ombe Down and Monkton Comb#otments,
with the finances being separately report@sd any profits or losses being retainaad not shared

Mr Wick<Dbill for renton the Monkton Combdandwas reduced from 10/6 to 4/6.
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet®d October 1895

At some ti
Minutes of 19December 1895

It was agreed at this meeting thatl@ment rents would be collected half yearlyn future, with
notices to pay being sent early in Februaach year

Minutes of 21 January 1896

Mr C Stevens wished to give up his allotment, stating that verbal notice had been given on 26
September last. This was not acceptetherewasd 2 YS dzy RSTAY SR A&dadzsS ¢
allotment.

The Clerlwas askedo write to Mr Wicks asking him to place a new gatm the allotment at
Monkton Combe.
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Minutes of 19 February 1896

Mr Stevens§hotice to give up was accepted. Mrs Hooper was allowed to transfer her tenancy to Mr
Albert Macey and Mr Warren to transfer to Mr F West.

TheRewd Knottof Combe Hill Hous&rassknocker Hitiffered to subscribe £1 towards wicket gates
for Monkton Combe allotmentdyut other local gentlemen declined to subscribe. Both the landlord
and the occupier consented to the alteratishould the Council choose to make it.

The annual parish meeting in April 18%ard how the Council were amongst the early providers of
allotments, while other Councils were only just beginning to make provisions.

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet®2 April 1896

In May 1896, the perennial problem oént arrearswas discussed at the Parish Council, and
defaulters given seven days to payprdposalwas madeo review the rules.
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Bath Chronicle and Weekly GazetfeMay 1896

By September 1896, thdlatment gatesin Church Road weteaving to bdocked with the order for
locks and keys beirexpedited

50



Bath Chronicle and Weekly GazetBSeptember 1896

In December 1896, with surplus arising from the Monkton Combe allotments, it @wesided to
reduce rents to 4.5d per perch for the coming year, instead of 6d.

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet®eDecember 1896

51



In 1897 it was decided that any cash surplus arising fraMonkton Combaellotment rents would
be divided amongst theenants at year endThis caused some discussion, and it was confirmed that
there had always been separate accounts keptGombe Down and Monkton Combe.

Bath Chronicle and Weekly GazeteFebruary 1897

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazet®April 1897

In July 1897 there is confirmatiama report of the Parish Countlilat Mr VaugharJenkinof Combe
Grove Manohassuddenlysold a let 40 perclesof allotmentlandto Edward Hancock fammediate
guarrying, with tenantsvho are losing their allotment® be compensated for their lost cropsThis
was probably the land used to create Upper Lawn Quarryconfirming that the Church Road
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